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dae m EX d-in-- ſome timg. 
All that is now w deſign i is to acquaint 
the people, and the world, with the 
laſt part of the procedure in ejecting 
us, and to a to the conſgiences of 
all, whether x have been juſtly dealt 


mit | 
Mx. Halle, has been, ſettled among 


them above theſe 20 years; and I was 
de 5 J o choſen b the three 
ok ngregati bs tree) white 
choice was ſeconded by the deſire of 
the whole aſl bly that meets here; 
and I. was bfoùght from mbſt loving 
people, who made me a ee e * 
lowance, —.— — 
ux. Labbpirs were well ag 2 5 
until there Atole Ta, "conkroyerfy- a abon 
the explicatio h of, the doctrine of 
| Txiniry;, in raiſin g which we had 
not eithe F. G us the E Hand. We 
both endeavbuf'd to ſtill it when it was 
begun and made a Nolſe, but were 
6.50 | not 


CB) 
not able to dot ĩt. There is no formal, 


* brought againſt either of us as 
td our morals, nor any fault found with 
. but with relation „to this one 


t. 2 ie i Vue 5 offs . 


Mention who: uſed to ma 
nage the temporal affairs: of the congre. 
gationg ere plea ſed, ſome time ago, 
tai ſendocfor ſeven miniſters in the 
country, and deſire their ade. Theſe: 
whre ther reuerend per ſons following. 
4 Meſſ. Ball of Honiton, Norſbam of 
Tupſbam, ) Hall rand Mooke: of: Tiverton; 


Walrong of Oui Exrltigh of | Creditos,; 


and: Mu of Lymfon.: None of the: 
ejeted .2miaiſter's - fide 2 were adviſed 


with) goiknew;. any thing of their be- 
ing ſent for till they came, being Men 


pirłed out as fit for the purpoſe. Had 
 aprequalonuimbey been choſen on borti 


ſides; ſome good might have been et 
pected. But theſe mmiſters,-who were 
really parties in the controverſy, purfu” 
ed no deſigus ef peace: The paper of 
advice: which they drew. up / was not 


2 drawn 


* 
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deswm op afrer-d heacingb of 25; nor 


das it icomimifnaÞ:/byſgua to wy 


hut -abedencitiy fe into ower: hands 
white ecley over 1 fearrabiing ic Abo 
the country in a circular letter. N 
tho? Icinfted wpba it tote of thin, 
| thap whey! ſboutd gw ngradvine rejun 
ting: to ine hob fniſt hearing wan 
Pchad to: fai yet did they neber givs 
wa'hearinghs 1127 ib bas yoo) 

Wr tfhbught they had not more rige 
m draw: up Fells for us,Ha n had 

for them; and lea te t tot God and 
the world u judge, Whether they had 
acted a ciniſtian and brtiherty part in 
bat they bave done agamnſt us. 
_ JoaWeadneſdiyy March che chin they c 
higher: the ſesand time j/;:indothe nent 
day the. four. miniſters} were: defi un 
met the Gentlemen; which actordings 
venthad drawn up and ſubſemb'd wag 
_ read: % ug wich ſhalli herraſter be 
publiſkd atilirges- It cunſiſted of three 
articles the ſeqond of whidh was whac 


n | we : 


(9) 

we were urged with, and was this 4 
That the den ring the true and Proper. Di. 
winity of the San f God, vizs, that he. is 
aue God with the Father , is A error of 
«Lia [that is, an error that is 4 

ent foundation for the people to 
1 from the communion of their 
miniſters holding it] contrary to the doitriae 
of the boly feriptures, and the common 
Tan the reformed charches. _ .. 


Tu N was it put to us, whether we | 


own'd that the Son of God was one God with 
the, Father ? I urg d them not to be haſty, 
telling them, There were heads of ad- 


vice under the conſideration of the whole 


body of the Londen miniſters, which were 
ſhortly expected, and might be a means 
of healing us. They anſwer'd, They had 
nothing to do with them; nor would 
they wait ſor them z thoſe advices not 
being the advices of the Presbytetian Mi- 


— — but the addition of the Anabap- 


tiſts to one. fide made a majoti ty; tho” 1 
am ſince inform'd they were divided, as 
well as the other denominations, ten on 
the one ſide and nine on the other, 
s 1 
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1 deſird that we might have time 
to give our anſwer; but was told 
we muſt do it preſently. Mr. F. 
told them, He heard there was in the 
Preſs a Book written by four eminent 
Miniſters in London, and defired we 
might ſee whether that, which was 
ſhortly expe&ed, would fatisfy us. No- 
thing of this nature availeth. There 
was no attempt made to charge us 
with denying the true and proper Di- 
vinity of the Son of God, even in the 
true ſenſe of the article; ſo that we 
had not fair dealing in that reſpect. 
For here was nothing laid to our 
charge, ſupported by witneſſes: but 
an Inquiſition was as truly ſet up, to 
rack our conſciences, and ſearch out 
the ſecret ſenſe of our minds, as e- 
ver there was any in Spain or Por- 
tugal. I challeng'd them thus, Gentle- 
* men, Is there any ſingle expreſſion 
you can any of you charge me with 
* uſing, either in praying or preaching, 
that has been diſagreeable to the ſcri- 
* ptures: ? ? No one offering to alledge 
any 


( 

any, I added * Then, Gentlemen, I 
take you to record, that you have no 
© ſuch to accuſe me of” To which I 
was anſwered by one of them: Stop. 
there! we don't ſay ſo. Then ſaid I, I 
© deſire to know what it is, that I may 
clear my felf,* All the anſwer to 
which was, That they did not come 
prepar'd for that. I can't but think 
this uſage to have been diſingenous. To 
deal thus with a man, is to wound hig 
reputation, without giving him room 
to vindicate himſelf, let him be ever 
ſo innocent; which is the worſt ſort 
of calumaiating. 

I THEN told them, as to their ar- 
ticle, I would own that Chriſt and the 
Father were ane, becauſe he ſaid ſo, They 
ask' d, if I would own they were ane 
God? L anſwer d, If they would turn 
me to the text where *twas ſaid ſo, 
I would own it; But Thad over and o- 
ver declar'd, I would ſubſcribe no reli=. 
gious teſts at all that were not expreſs d 
in Scripture words: that if they made 
-- | B 2 it 


(12) 


it a rel jpious teſt, that three and two mike” 
foe, I would refuſe to fubſcribe it. And 
gave this reaſon for my ftifneſs; That 
I verily believed, that the wörſt mif- 
chief had been done to the Church ot 
God by impoſing yaſcriptural creeds or 
refts upon men; and that now God bad 
ſtirrid up. a noble ſpirit in men, in. 
whom we little expected it, to 0 
gt impoſitions ; and. therefore. I 
uld not in conſcience, tamely give up 
| — liberty they were ſo bravely de. 
fending. . de ſaid, Then they had my 
anfwer. Mr. "Halls then next refuſed i in 
like manner to give his aſſent, Then 
Mr. John Eavin ton, who had as great 
z hand ig kini ing the flame as an 110 

man, foundly gave his aſſent, 
Mr. Withers, in the laſt place, offer 
them this explication, in the words of 
Bp, Prarſon, * Tho the Father and the 
e Son are two diſtin perſons , yet 
c ſince the Son is of and from the 
Father, às the fountain of the 
F Deity ; * intimately united with 
0 him, 


(613) 
him, I conceive, in this ſenſe he may 
be ſaicd to be one God with the Fa · 
ther.“ This would not be accepted; 
and ſo tliey faid they were for with- 
drawing from us, but were ſor parting 
amicably. I told them, They knew I 
had ſevetal times declar'd, that in caſe 
they could heal the breach, and con- 
tinue to hold communion with one ano- 
ther, I ſhould be very glad to be laid 
aſide, if that would be a means to 


make peace; and that I continued ia 


the fame mind fill, And 1 faid to 
them; * Gentlemen, you ſee I cannot do 
« what you deſire; Is there any thing 
L can do befide, that will be of ſervice 
to the peace of the Church? But I had 
© noanſwer. There were ſeveral of them 
that were much more modeſt than the 
reſt; and would have been glad if coun- 
fols of peace had been followed. And 
when we were got up to go away, I 
ſaid to one who I ſaw was troubled ; 
« Sir, I put it to you; Do you believe 
# that the Gentlemen who drew this 
: | © paper 


i . h 
PAE rr rr ene Fx 
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(14 ) 

40 paper, did it with a deſign to heal? 
He would not ſay ſo; but anſwer'd, He 
believ'd they did it Wich a deſign for 
the glory of God. He deſit'd us then 
not to depart, but let them withdraw. 
and conſult. We ſtaid ſome time, and 
then one of them return'd, and brought 
us this civil anſwer, (tho ſome. of them 
declare they knew not of it) That if we 
had no more to ſay to the Gentlemen, 
they had no more e to us. And 
| - we parte. 

- Taz next day, which was Bride, 
Are of the four proprietors of the 
meeting: houſe where Mr. H. and I 
uſed to preach, went, in their own 
and the fourth's name, and took up 
the keys of the Houſe. They ſent us 
no miefſage, nor did we know their de- 
_ fign. On Saturday" morning, I ſent to 
one of them, to know what they de- 
fign'd, fince I muſt ſtudy if L were to 

preach. His anſwer was, that I need 
not ſtudy, but might preach an old 
ſermon: they took up the Keys to 
Wig aſſert 


* 


N | 5 
RS 27 K 
aſſert their power, the houſe being | 
theirs, and they would ſecure it, it be« 
ing moſt convenient for his family. It 
being moved, that the people ought 
to determine the matter; he ſaid, there 
might be a majority Bade perhaps by 
the ſmall payers, and they were reſol- 
ved upon having the place and mini- 
ſters they liked, let the majority be e- 
ver ſo much againſt them; for they 
were able themſelves to maintain them. 
However, he ſaid, the proprietors would 
conſult, and I ſhould have an anſwer. 
Some hours afterwards, in the after- 
noon, I had an 'anſwer, That Mr: 
Hallet and T might preach at the lit- 
tle-meeting, and Mr. Withers, who had 
now offer'd them farther to ſubſcribe 
the Nicene Creed, might preach at 
that near the Bow. 0 
LzrT the world now judge. The 
houſe was built at the common charge; 
the Gentlemen were made proprietors 
only for form ſake, the law making 


it neceſſary the property ſhould be ve- 
ſted 


\ 
0 16 ) ' 

ied in ſome perſons; and the greater 
the confidence was that was placed in 
them, tlie more intolerable was theit 
oppreſſion when they betray d their 
ruſt. Tis plain the people deſign d 
the houſe: fot their own uſe in the 
worthip of God, and that it ſhould be 
at cheir diſpofal. This was virtually 
own'd by. them, as. often as they left 
the people to the choice of a miniſter, 
If they who were diſſatisfy*'d had with- 
drawn from us, and gone where they 
liked better; or if they had attemp- 
ted to ejet us by the votes of the 
people, we are 'too much friends to 
liberty to _ have- troubled the world 
with ſuch a publick complaint: But if 
theſe proprietors may rightfully ſhut 
the doors againſt whom the people chuſe, 
or (which is all gne) may make them- 
ſelves the abſolute judges whom to 
admit, or whom to exclude, I can't 
| ſee why the people ſhould ever more 
be concern'd in any choice at all. 
Theſe Gentlemen have. by this means 

| ; the 


| (17) 
the perpetual advowſon of the living; and 
if the people will bear ſuch an inſult 


upon their liberty and juſt right ; there's 


have always pretended to hold. I think 
it becomes them, as ever they will ſhew 
themſelves friends to liberty, to pro- 
teſt againſt ſuch unjuſt and oppreſſive 
methods. I ſhall always ſuſpect a 

cauſe which the zealots can find in their 
hearts to ſupport by ſuch injuſtice. - 
ON Monday the gth was publiſh'd a 


pamphlet, intituled, Arius detected and 


confuted, &c. Twas deſign'd to come 
out a little ſooner ; but twas time 


enough to ſhew the ſpirit of the man. 


Tis indeed a pamphlet written with 4s 
much weakneſs and bitterneſs as can 


be ſuppos d. The whole deſign is to 


expoſe us to hatred and ſcorn ; char- 

ging us with things we do not own, 

as that Chriſt is a creature, &. confi- 

dently aſſerting we hold ſo, tho? we 

deny it; reviling us as Arians, tho we 

_ diſown the peculiar — of Arias, 
C 


an end of one principle the Diſſenters 


I 


A 


„ 

kv ſuppoſe! ſome notice | will be taken 
of it for the ſake of the common pen 
ple; as to men of dense, we know they 
cannot hut deſpiſe it. As to ourſelves, 


We have over and over feglar'd, that 
Me are And. fatisly Gen . that the 


Js, to fubſcribe to any: words raken 
from thence; -particylarly we both gf 

us teſtifted, that we believe that text, 
Rom. ix. 5* Who - it or af, God Glee 
| fa for euer, belongs to bim. ESD: * 

Ox Tueſday, upon an 75 lication 
Hy to the proprietors of the other 
meeting houſes, all, of chem that were 
in Town had a meeting together, 
wherein, without conſulting the people, 
| they. determin d we ſhould. have. .ngither 
of the houſes 1 to. worſhip God in. This 
put us to great ſtreights, and with 
much difficulty we procurꝭd 2 place a- 
gainſt the Lord's-day, as convenient 
25. we could; hoping ſhortly that we 
ſhall. build a commodious one for the 
re Nor can any u wonder, that 


FL 


619)) 
we had rather hear with) ſome, igcon- 
-yeniengies than,give up-,ous, liberty. 


2 Wend te to; gratify theſe | 


nelergen, jig; whatever thay. ſhall agk, 
they can procure any! men. of xepu- 
tatiau, for * and honeſty, chat hall 
appreve of. whas! they cha de done; al 
wiſh any of the ſeveral adviſers. would 
ſpeak plainly What they think of the 
method in which we were ejected. If 
they can venture to juſtify the courſe 
taken, t y Will very much confirm me 
in the on Vo ady*form'd of 
them; and if they do not, they leave 
their friends in the lurch. But I think 
ſuch miniſters as either have already, 


or deſign to in our pulpit, 
muſt lock u deer bound to 


vindicate what hast bern ene, or elſe 
- be. inexcufalle 


they th 
what belon gs to us, © *Y 
Aiſpolleſt of | it. And 


in invading 
we are jultiy 
leave it now 


upon the conſciences of the Diſſenters 


in Exon, whether they think they can 
be innocent, if they fall in with, and 


abet, 


: 
4 
' 
J 


0 „ 
abet, theſe Gentlemen in their Violence, 1 
whether their notions are true or 
falſe, I conſider not at preſent: if they 
are ever ſo true, yet that will not 
juſtify what has been done; for the 
righteous judge of the world will never 
approve of men's c £908 
bent Baa | 


